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working together on some remarkable
advances that speed up the whole man-
ufacturing process so new ideas can go
from the lab to your home faster than
ever before.

Hubs such as these are central to our
competitiveness because it is not just
about the work happening at the lab or
the institute itself; it is about how
they then attract companies with a na-
tional reach to an area that is capable
of building sustainable and dynamic
local economies. It is about bringing
researchers and manufactures together
to spur innovation, commercialize
R&D, and create good jobs that do not
g0 somewhere else. It is about the larg-
er impact for our communities and our
country, as innovation breeds new sup-
ply chains and new businesses locally
and across our country.

Today’s global economy is more com-
petitive than it has ever been. We are
competing not just with developing
countries that have lower labor and en-
vironmental standards or lower wages
but also with developed nations that
are trying to out-educate, out-re-
search, and out-innovate us. Germany,
for example, has a well-developed, well-
established, well-deployed network of
more than 60 manufacturing innova-
tion hubs exactly like the ones I have
just described. It also has fairly high
labor and environmental standards but
is the manufacturing powerhouse of
Europe. It has nearly double the per-
centage of its GDP in manufacturing as
the United States. How are they able
to do this? How can they sustain these
high levels of manufacturing? It is in
no small part because of the manufac-
turing innovation hubs they have de-
veloped and deployed.

So let’s get this done. There is abso-
lutely no reason that the season of gov-
erning and of legislating here in Wash-
ington needs to be over, especially
when there is so much important work
to do—work that I know we can and
should get done on a bipartisan basis.
Senators BROWN and BLUNT have done
great work and shown strong leader-
ship in developing this bill, refining
this bill, and getting it to this point.

Let’s show that we can come to-
gether in areas where we do agree and
put campaigns and politics aside for
now and put American jobs and Amer-
ican innovation first.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BEGICH.) The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF CAROLYN B.
McHUGH TO BE UNITED STATES
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE TENTH
DISTRICT

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 563.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Carolyn B. McHugh, of Utah, to be
United States District Judge for the
Tenth Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Carolyn B. McHugh, of Utah, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Tenth Circuit.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Carl
Levin, Richard J. Durbin, Barbara
Boxer, Debbie Stabenow, Charles E.
Schumer, Patty Murray, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Amy Klobuchar, Tom TUdall,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Joe Donnelly, Jack Reed, Brian Schatz,
Tom Harkin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF MATTHEW FRED-
ERICK LEITMAN TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
MICHIGAN

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to exec-
utive session to consider Calendar No.
5717.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Matthew Frederick Leitman, of Michi-
gan, to be United States District Judge
for the Eastern District of Michigan.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. There is a cloture motion

at the desk, Mr. President.

The
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Matthew Frederick Leitman, of Michigan,
to be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Carl
Levin, Richard J. Durbin, Barbara
Boxer, Debbie Stabenow, Charles E.
Schumer, Patty Murray, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Amy Klobuchar, Tom Udall,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Joe Donnelly, Jack Reed, Brian Schatz,
Tom Harkin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXITI be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JUDITH ELLEN
LEVY TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EAST-
ERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I move
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 578.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Judith Ellen Levy, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Judith Ellen Levy, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Michigan.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Carl
Levin, Richard J. Durbin, Barbara
Boxer, Debbie Stabenow, Charles E.

Schumer, Patty Murray, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Amy Klobuchar, Tom Udall,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Joe Donnelly, Jack Reed, Brian Schatz,
Tom Harkin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.
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